Introduction
The concept of open education includes the provision of activities for educators, programs to support not only the development of OER but also MOOCs (Massive Open Online Courses), and for research and development initiatives to ensure effective practices. However, despite a growing body of literature and public opinion supporting the economic, social, and political benefits of open education, there remains a need for the development and implementation of policies at government and institutional levels in order for OER to become fully active (D'Antoni, Hylen & Van Damme, 2012; Dhanarajan & Abeywardena, 2013; European Parliament, 2014; van der Vaart, 2013) . This paper presents a pan-Canadian overview of key government and institutional 
Background and History of OER Development in Canada
Canada is unique in the world in that it is the only country whose national government has no authority in education; in Canada, education is exclusively a provincial responsibility. 
Collaborations -National and International.
There are also several examples of specific OER initiatives in Canada that feature national and international collaboration. OER universitas, particularly, is unique in its breadth and scope. 
BCcampus. BCcampus, arguably the most active collaborative Canadian organization in
the open practices arena, is a publicly funded service which has turned to open concepts and methods to create a sustainable approach to online learning for BC's public post-secondary institutions. BCcampus was created to enhance students' ability to not only identify, choose, register for, and take courses but also to apply any academic credits earned to credentials at a selected home institution; it was also intended to benefit institutions through the rationalization of demand for academic opportunities from students with the supply of online courses from BC's public post-secondary institutions. 
Institutional Initiatives
Athabasca University. There has been, and continues to be, significant OER activity 
A Movement toward OER Policy
The 
Ontario and Quebec
Ontario is Canada's largest province in population with approximately 16 million inhabitants. open education. This course could be described as an "embedded" MOOC because it was based on and delivered with a for-credit Master of Education course in AU's Centre for Distance Education.
The MOOC learners followed the same course materials, but they were separated from the enrolled students. However, the experiment proved unsuccessful as synergies between the two groups suffered from the separation. In 2015, the AU MOOC, "Learning to Learn Online," was delivered to more than 3,000 learners. Challenge for Credit, another way in which some institutions evaluate student learning, can also be considered a form of RPL/PLAR. Challenge for credit consists of a challenge examination or other form of assessment, allowing students an opportunity to demonstrate their proficiency in the subject matter and skills of a specific course without actually taking the course. Credit transfer among Canadian institutions is also becoming more widely accepted, thus promoting virtual mobility.
Conclusion
In this paper we have documented efforts, policies and programs that are designed to address innovation; visibility of adoption by others; and the capacity for potential adaptors to make trial applications of the innovation (Rogers, 2013) 
